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State of mind?
Excitement and optimism! After 
my talk went on TED.com I had 
so many enquiries and offers of 
support from around the world 
that it has been inspirational. I've 
been made a Senior TED Fellow 
for 2012 so have to rise to the 
challenge!

Biggest success?
Hmm, I take every day as it comes 
and as long as there is support for 
what I’m doing from my peers and 
people like TED, it makes me feel I 
have ideas worth sharing.

How did you get where you are? 
With a willingness to swim 
against the tide. While the fashion 
industry has pursued ever faster 
and cheaper, unsustainable 
production, I’ve become driven to 
find radical alternatives, such as 
growing clothing.

Failures?
I’m not sure I view anything I’ve 
done as a failure. I’ve always 
taken risks by not following an 
established path, but that’s all part 
of being creative. 

Dreams?
I’d love to see my research become 
a successful commercial product 
and transfer some of that design 
knowhow to social entrepreneurs 
in developing countries. 

What will it take? 
A design/science team who 
collaborate well, backed by 
sufficient funding! It might also 
take some major rethinking on 
the part of certain industries to 
pioneer new production facilities.

Fears?
That fighting entrenched 
resistance kills my passion before 
I succeed.

What would you change?
I’d force everyone in the fashion 
industry to be transparent about 
where, how and by whom their 
products were produced. This 
trillion dollar industry exploits 
and pollutes while selling 
seduction. I still love fashion, but 
boy, could we do better. 

Highlight

Growing  
a frock

Until 2 January 2012 Lee’s work is part 
of the Power of Making exhibition at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum in London.

Suzanne Lee, fashion designer and Director  
of BioCouture, investigates the use of microbial-
cellulose, grown in a laboratory, to produce clothing. 
She collaborates with scientists to unite design with 
cutting edge bio and nano-technologies. Ultimate 
goal? To literally grow a dress in a vat of liquid.
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