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Public communication of 
technology
The 12th Public Communication of 
Science and Technology conference 
features twelve themes including: 
‘Public communication of technology: 
the ‘Cinderella’ of PCST?’ Speakers 
include Helga Nowotny (President, 
European Research Council) and Felice 
Frankel (MIT), www.pcst2012.org

PCST2012, Florence, Italy, 
18-20 April 2012

Science in dialogue
The University of Southern Denmark 
hosts a conference around the 
Responsible Research and Innovation 
agenda in Europe.  

Science in Dialogue, Odense, 
Denmark, 23-25 April 2012 

How to measure your impact
Impact. This year's theme of 
the Science Communication 
Conference of the British 
Science Association and 
the Wellcome Trust aims to address 
ways to measure the impacts of 
public engagement activities and to 
see how scientists and engineers 
could consider the impact agenda 
of their research. The 2012 Science 
Communication Conference is an 
annual two-day event which brings 
together people involved in public 
engagement.  
www.britishscienceassociation.org

Science Communication 
Conference, London, 
14-15 May 2012

City of science
Dublin has been elected as the City 
of Science for 2012 and a program of 
science-related events and activities 
will run throughout the year across the 
whole of Ireland. 
www.dublinscience2012.ie

European Science Open Forum 
(ESOF), Dublin, 11-15 July 2012
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Coming up

News 

Money for your body parts
How far can society go in persuading people to act for a good cause - 
that is, donating parts of their body? 

Volunteers financially better off after participation?

Organs, eggs, sperm and other bodily material for medicine and research, 
are in high demand, but current levels of donation fall short of need. 
A new report by the Nuffield Council on Bioethics, sets out guidance 
to help people consider the ethical acceptibility of various ways of 
encouraging people to donate, both for treatment of others and for 
scientific research. The research incorporates organ transplantation, 
gamete (ova or sperm) donation and participation in 'first-in-human' 
trials as a healthy volunteer. 

While focussing on the UK, the report also considers cross-border 
issues. The results are based on public consultation, through contact 
with professionals and interested members of the general public. One 
chapter deals with incentives to encourage donation or volunteering, 
with a six-stage ‘intervention ladder’ leading from simple information 
about the possibilities of donating and volunteering (rung 1) to a 
situation where the donor/volunteer is financially better off after their 
participation (rung 6). But moving up the rungs should not be regarded 
as moving from 'ethical' to 'less ethical' or 'unethical’ argues the report, 
but rather, “that the higher one goes on the Intervention Ladder, the 
more there will be a requirement for close examination of the ethical 
implications in this particular context.”

The report can be downloaded from www.nuffieldbioethics.org

Intelligence needed 
The growing significance of 
science and technology puts 
new demands on the type 
of intelligence that is needed 
for informing parliamentary 
decision-making. Hence a new 
study on European Parliamentary 
Technology Assessment (PTA). 

Technopolis studied the 
organisation, practices and effects 
of parliamentary technology 
assessment in Europe. The report 
provides the institutional settings, 
methods and themes of fourteen 
PTA organisations in Europe. 
It also takes a closer look at the 
impact of these organisations on 
parliamentary decision-making.

www.technopolis-group.com

http://www.pacitaproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/NEWSLETTER-01-FINAL-ENG.html
http://www.pacitaproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/872-AF-VOLTA-num1-WEB.pdf
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