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Medical treatment
Crossing borders, or not?  
The EU has recently made it easier for patients to cross borders to take 
advantage of shorter waiting times, newer or cheaper medical treatments, 
or different rules. Members of the European Parliament have their say.

Health tourism?
"Care is not a commercial, tradable good; it is a basic 
need for everyone. The new EU directive will mean 
that insurers drive patients abroad in search of cheaper 
treatment. But patients - especially if they are seriously 
ill - just need care in their region, close to their family 
and a doctor who speaks their language. Health 
tourism will be a logical consequence of this law, 
with patients from rich countries able to travel to less 
expensive countries, where they may be given priority 
over the local, poorer patients.” 
Kartika Liotard (European Parliament, SP, 
Netherlands), www.imtj.com

Long overdue
“At present, the waiting list for a hip replacement in the 
UK is over 12 months, so a British person waiting for 
a hip replacement will be able to go for an operation in 
France and be reimbursed for the bulk of the cost by the 
NHS in Britain. The [European] directive [on medical 
tourism] is long overdue and will profit all patients.” 
Peter Liese (European Parliament, EPP, Germany), 
www.imtj.com

Read more?
Health portal of the European Union: www.health-eu.eu

Closer Co-operation
“People prefer to receive their healthcare close to home. 
However, sometimes the need for certain treatments, such 
as for rare diseases, leads patients to go abroad. That will 
also bring about closer and improved health co-operation 
between member states.” 
John Dalli (European Commissioner for Health and 
Consumer Policy, Malta - www.imtj.com

Milestone
“The new rules [for medical tourism] represent a real 
milestone for cross-border healthcare in Europe. […]
The right balance has been found between protecting 
national health systems and strengthening patients’ 
rights.” 
Sarah Ludford (European Parliament, Liberal 
Democrat, UK), www.imtj.com

Bus loads of citizens?
"We are not trying to promote medical tourism . . . 
I'm quite convinced we are not going to see bus loads 
of citizens going from one member state to another. 
If the treatment abroad is cheaper than at home, only 
the cost of the treatment will be reimbursed.” 
Francoise Grossetete (European Parliament, UMP, 
France), Irish Times
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