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Challenges and Opportunities of the Ageing Society: 
Exploring the role of Technology

2nd European Summer School on Technology Assessment



Overview

The partners of the FP7 European project «PACITA» (Parliaments and Civil Society in Technology Assessment) are 
happy to announce the organisation of the second European Summer School on Technology Assessment (TA). 
The event is organised around three days of cutting edge training, practical exercises, mutual reflection, and 
networking – all focused on TA in relation with the underlying theme of ageing societies and the role of technology. 
The Summer School will bring together various stakeholder groups from around Europe and who have an interest 
in learning more about TA, its methods, and its tools for reflection and problem solving. It is of particular interest 
to stakeholders from policymaking, policy advising, academia, industry, civil society, and the media. University 
College Cork, will host the event from the 18th until the 20th of June 2014. Attendance at the Summer School is 
free of charge. In addition, the organisers will provide complimentary transport and catering during each day of 
the event. A limited number of scholarships for travel expenses are available to qualifying individuals .

Objectives

The Summer School will propose knowledge and create awareness of the potential of Technology Assessment 
among various target groups in Europe. Participants of the Summer School will be part of an international mix of 
individuals from diverse backgrounds. Lecturers, workshops, and social events will allow participants to discuss, 
trial, and learn about the usefulness and the relevance of TA activities for their own activities, and in their wider 
organisational or national contexts. The Summer School will provide insights from leading TA professionals into 
TA activities, rationales and methodologies, but it also aims to create awareness and interest, mobilize new actors, 
and strengthen networking activities around TA in Europe.

Focus

How to cope with ageing societies is one of the grand challenges pointed out in the Lund Declaration. The rapidly 
growing population of elders confronts Europe with a double demographic challenge. The ageing population’s 
need for healthcare services increases at the same time as the access to workforce declines. Given the services as 
they are today, the needs for care in the population will at some point surpass the available workforce. Healthcare 
technologies can be increasingly important for society to be able to offer health and care services at a quantity 
and quality that mirrors the expectations of the European population. So, how can we best use new technology in 
care services, and what type of policy options are policy makers faced with? This challenge refers to the interplay 
of actors, technologies, policies, worldviews and institutions engaged in the field of ageing debates, policies 
and production. In order to capture the complexity of what is at stake, TA’s rationale, methods and techniques 
offer powerful tools that are essential for both analysts and solution-oriented professionals. The Summer School 
will provide the participants with comprehensive insights into knowledge production on opportunities and 
consequences of technologies, by relying on the great diversity of TA practices utilised across Europe. This will enable 
the participants to combine a forward-looking perspective on new scientific and technological developments with 
the ambition to influence their embedding in society. As such, TA aims to avoid potential negative impact, to 
diminish the economic and societal costs of trial-and-error, and to (re)align them with public demands and socially 
desirable outcomes. Participants of the Summer School will be offered the opportunity to sharpen their analytical 
skills and they will be encouraged to simultaneously consider socio-cultural, economic, ecological, technological, 
infrastructural and institutional factors in order to determine barriers and opportunities for future social and 
technological evolutions. Throughout a stimulating learning process, TA rationales, methods and techniques will 
be mobilised to address questions such as:

	 •	What	are	the	challenges	for	adoption	of	technology	to	address	the	grand	challenge	of	the	Ageing	
   Society?
	 •	How	can	issues	raised	by	technology	and	Ageing	Society	be	brought	more	convincingly	into	the	
   public  awareness?
	 •	What	role	can	public	participation	play,	knowing	that	divergent	voices	are	heard	from	civil	society,		
   academia, care providers, politicians, and pharmaceutical and hi-tech companies about the future of 
   health care systems in Europe?



By combining high-profile lectures with interactive workshops, participants from different stakeholder groups 
will learn how TA can provide them with meaningful insights  to public and policy opinion forming on science and 
technology in society. The participants will be able to discuss and learn about the usefulness and the relevance 
of TA activities for their own professional activities on a micro-level and in a wider organisational or national 
context.

Wishing to Participate?

The Summer School is neither practitioner training for TA experts nor is it an academic Summer School with 
strong theoretical emphasis. Instead it focuses on individuals who may have an interest in TA or TA related topics, 
processes or outcomes in their own country. Summer School participants will come from:

	 •	Public	authorities	(policymakers,	civil	servants,	policy-advisers,	…)
	 •	Academia	and	the	scientific	community	(including	PhD	students)
	 •	Civil	society	representatives	from	industry	and	NGOs
	 •	Science	journalists,	writers	or	communicators

Applicants do not need to have a strong background in technological fields nor in the practice of Technology 
Assessment. Motivation and acquaintance with TA or TA related topics and issues surrounding the impact of 
science & technology, policy-making and society are welcome. The Summer School definitely wishes to take 
advantage of a diversity of expertise and backgrounds as a working resource.

Interested? 

Please send your CV and short motivation letter, 300 words maximum, to Dr. Ciara Fitzgerald, at cfitzgerald@ucc.
ie before the 15th of February 2014. In total, 35 participants will be selected, including 20 of whom will be 
allocated attendance scholarship attributions. All participants will receive materials in advance. Participants will 
also	get	a	formal	certificate	of	attendance	to	the	Summer	School.	Notification	of	acceptance	and	attribution	of	
scholarships will be communicated by the 15th of March 2014.

Programme
The three days of training will alternate between plenary sessions and applied workshops in
smaller groups. Expert TA practitioners and members of the PACITA consortium will supervise the training sessions and assist 
the participants at all stages along the process.

Lectures:
During the plenary lectures, all the participants will be offered exposure to an overview of the diversity of TA approaches and 
the different phases of doing TA, always in relation to the ageing society and the role of technology. 

Workshops:
During the workshop sessions, the different target groups will have the opportunity to put into practice the different 
aspects of the lectures and also to actively interact with workshop facilitators around various TA assignments. The aim is 
to give an overview of how TA projects are set up and executed as well as to develop in depth hands-on learning and to 
create awareness of challenges and opportunities of the Ageing Society. Participants are encouraged to rely on their own 
disciplinary expertise (such as ethics, law, political and social sciences, STS, natural or applied sciences) and/or experience 
(as policymakers, civil society organizations, media, etc.). The workshops are organized in order to reflect on the various 
possibilities offered by TA according to different mandates and demands. 

For more information on the PACITA project, please visit the website: http://www.pacitaproject.eu or contact Dr. 
Ciara Fitzgerald at cfitzgerald@ucc.ie for practical details about the Summer School.


