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 Premise 

!   TA-like activities increasingly take place also beyond classical TA 
settings/institutions 

! Social media often functions as enabler 
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 Outline 

! Social Media & TA beyond TA: Projects 
! The Onlife Initiative 
! Futurium 

!   TA for Social Media – Social Media for TA: New directions for TA 
! Conclusions 
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Onlife Initiative – A Concept Re-engineering Exercise 



ITAS 5 

Onlife-Initative: A Concept Re-Engineering Exercise 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/onlife-initiative 
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!   Topic & Context 
!   Impact of digitalization on societal expectations towards policy 

making, concept of public spaces in digital era  
!   Digital Agenda for Europe (DG CONNECT) 
!   Recognition of new challenges for policy making & governance  
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!   Topic & Context 
!   Impact of digitalization on societal expectations towards policy 

making, concept of public spaces in digital era  
!   Digital Agenda for Europe (DG CONNECT) 
!   Recognition of new challenges for policy making & governance  
Ø  Wiebe Bijker’s questions: what is new policy making/politics/

citizenry? 

 

Onlife-Initative: A Concept Re-Engineering Exercise 



ITAS 8 

!   Topic & Context 
!   Impact of digitalization on societal expectations towards policy 

making, concept of public spaces in digital era  
!   Digital Agenda for Europe (DG CONNECT) 
!   Recognition of new challenges for policy making & governance  
!   Goal: to : re-assess the framework for policy making in a digital, 

hyperconnected reality 
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!   Topic & Context 
!   Impact of digitalization on societal expectations towards policy 

making, concept of public spaces in digital era  
!   Digital Agenda for Europe (DG CONNECT) 
!   Recognition of new challenges for policy making & governance  
!   Goal: to : re-assess the framework for policy making in a digital, 

hyperconnected reality 

!   Format 
!   Expert Panel: 14 Philosophers & Social Scientists meet about every 

2 months to talk for 2 half days in Brussels 
! Contentwise and methodologically only minimally pre-formatted 

 

Onlife-Initative: A Concept Re-Engineering Exercise 



ITAS 10 

! Starting hypotheses regarding the impact of ICT/digital 
technologies on society  

1.  The blurring of the distinction between reality and virtuality? 
2.  The blurring of the distinction between people, nature and 

artefacts? 
3.  The revearsal from scarcity to abundance, when it comes to 

information? 
4.  The revearsal from entity‘s primacy over interactions to 

interactions‘ primacy over entities? 
 
 

 

 Onlife-Initative 
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!   Topic & Context 
!   Impact of digitalization on societal expectations towards policy 

making, concept of public spaces in digital era  
!   Digital Agenda for Europe (DG CONNECT) 
!   Recognition of new challenges for policy making & governance  
!   Goal: to : re-assess the framework for policy making in a digital, 

hyperconnected reality 

!   Format 
!   Expert Panel: 14 Philosophers & Social Scientists meet about every 

2 months to talk for 2 half days in Brussels 
! Contentwise and methodologically only minimally pre-formatted 

!   Process 
!   Live-Meetings (Feb, April, June, Oct, Dec) of the core group in 

Brussels 
!   Meetings elsewhere with interested people & stakeholders 
!   In between the meetings: writing process (14x1000x4) 

 

Onlife-Initative: A Concept Re-Engineering Exercise 
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 Onlife-Initiative: Results 

http://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/onlife-web-output 

•  The Onlife-Manifesto 
•  Comments on the 

Manifesto 
•  Individual Contributions 
•  Conclusions 
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 Onlife-Initiative: Results 

http://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/en/onlife-web-output 

•  Hyperconnectivity  
•  Identity, selfhood and 

attention 
•  Complexity, 

responsibility and 
governance 

•  The public sphere in a 
computational era 
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! Presentation of the Onlife Manifesto & the 4 Core 
Topics 

! Reactions from stakeholders 
! Industry, NGOs, EC, .. 

!   Parallel Sessions 
!   SESSION A: The Onlife Manifesto and policy approaches to privacy 

and security 
!   SESSION B: The Onlife Manifesto and policy approaches to 

innovation, IPR and new business models 
!   SESSION C: Responsible research and innovation: how to go about 

it, in a hyperconnected world? 
!   SESSION D: A research agenda for digital SSH in H2020 and 

beyond 

! Plenary session: wrapping up and next steps  
 

 
 

 Onlife-Initative: Inaugural Event Feb 8 2013 
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!  Onlife-Initiative & TA? 
!   Advisory Function of TA (political and societal consulting) 
!   Focus on public goods and public space 
! Stakeholder involvement 
!   In the Context of DAE explicitly to complement classical foresight/

TA 
! Idea: get away from risks/challenges discourse, think out of the box, 

work on the level of concepts 
! What we did: re-assess the framework for policy making in a digital, 

hyperconnected reality 
à Components of cTA (implications for design), TA (recommendations 

for policy making), so far rather expert-focused  

 Onlife-Initative & TA 
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!  Onlife-Initiative & TA? 
!   Advisory Function of TA (political and societal consulting) 
!   Focus on public goods and public space 
! Stakeholder involvement 
!   In the Context of DAE explicitly to complement classical foresight/

TA 
! Idea: get away from risks/challenges discourse, think out of the box, 

work on the level of concepts 
! What we did: re-assess the framework for policy making in a digital, 

hyperconnected reality 
à Components of cTA (implications for design), TA (recommendations 

for policy making), so far rather expert-focused  
à But: Open for broader participation through FUTURIUM 

 Onlife-Initative & TA 
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Futurium: Participation & Crowd-Sourced Foresight 
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 Futurium 
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„Futurium is the online platform used by the Digital Futures project to 
facilitate a broad reflection on future European policies. It combines 
the informal character of social networks with the methodological 
approach of foresights to engage stakeholders in the co-creation of 
futures and policy ideas that matter to them.“ 

http://ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/futurium/ 

 

 Futurium 
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!   Tech Core: Web2.0-Platform (Drupal-based, Wiki-
functions, SNS-embeddedness, ...) 

! Function: participation & „crowd-sourced foresight“: 
bottom-up creation of 
!   Future Visions & Trends 
! Policy Ideas 
!   Library Entries 
!   Events 

!   Results are (somehow) supposed to feed into policy 
making for Digital Agenda 

!  Open Source Platform for Open Data Exchange  (à 
Futurium Lab) 

 

 Futurium 



ITAS 21 

 Futurium 
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!   „The Futurium is up. Let's co-create the futures we all want! The 
coming two years will be crucial for the design of a 
comprehensive strategy for the European Union. This strategy 
will have to respond to the expectation of the tax payers, serving 
their needs and not the other way around. People want research 
investments and policies to help addressing the societal 
challenges of today and tomorrow. In order to know better which 
challenges we should focus on, we need your help.“ 

Submitted by Robert Madelin on Sun, 11/25/2012 - 18:48 

!   Plus: Futurium Lab as Open Source Platform for Open Data 
Exchange 

 

 Futurium 
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! Futurium & TA? 
!   Future Scenarios to guide and support policy making 
!   New form of participation: participation in the age of Web2.0 
!   (Futurium Lab: Open Data & Open Source) 

!   TA as critical force 
!   Pros & Cons on being tied into commercial platforms 

(Facebook, etc) 
! How exactly do the crowd-sourced recommendations feed 

into policy making? à issues of legitimacy 
!   .... 

 

 Futurium & TA 
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TA for Social Media – Social Media for TA 
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 TA for Social Media – Social Media for TA 

 
!   TA activities take place beyond classical TA settings & 

institutions 
! Social Media functions as enabler 
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!   Participation 
!   Harness enthusiasm for social media for political 

engagement & participation  
!   Example: Avaar.org 

 

 TA for Social Media – Social Media for TA 
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 TA for Social Media – Social Media for TA 

“The world’s largest online campaigning community for change 
using social media to bring “people-powered politics to decision-
making on any issue of public concern”.  
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!   Participation 
!   Harness enthusiasm for social media for political 

engagement & participation  
!   Example: Avaar.org 

!   Foresight 
!   Use social media content for foresight 
!   Example: Futurium? 
!   More importantly: data mining/big data 

!   Support Rational Debate 
!   Argument extraction through text mining, sentiment analysis, … 
!   Argument visualization  
!   àCounter filter bubbles, support decision making, innovation 

processes etc.  

 

 TA for Social Media – Social Media for TA 



ITAS 29 

Conclusions 
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! Social Media‘s dual role as important topic & resource 
for TA 

!   TA activities beyond TA settings/institutions 
! Danger versus chance for TA? 

!   To use social media as a resource, we may need to 
collaborate with data experts, learn from them and develop 
novel TA methodologies harvesting distributed data and 
crowd-sourced content  

!   But we must keep up TA’s critical function 
!   Ensure that e-participation is not reduced to mere data 

mining & having your digital traces processed 
!   Focus on power relations, resp. power/knowledge links 
!   ... 

 

 Conclusions: Social Media & TA 
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Thanks a lot for your attention! 
judith.simon@kit.edu  

20.03.13 


